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A n d r e w
M i t c h e l l

Another year is almost behind us now.
This one happens to be the 20th year of
Friends Across the Ages and also my 10th
year as a volunteer. As I think back to all
of the changes that I have seen over the
past ten years, and also the great work that
the organization has done over the years, I
am excited for what we will be doing for
the next 20 years. All of the joy that we
are able to share with the residents that we
visit would never be possible without the

help of our volunteers
and donors. Thank you
to all of you for your
time and support.
Please have a happy
and safe Christmas and
enjoy all of the holidays
this season.

President’s Message
It all began in January 1999—for some of us,
anyway.  That was when a tiny nursing home
volunteer organization called Friends Across
the Ages was formed.  But for those familiar
with our history, we actually trace our roots
to another group as well, called the Nursing
Home Volunteer Auxiliary (NHVA), a
group formed through the Gainesville
Woman’s Club.  The NHVA was founded
in 1983, and the two groups merged in 2002
under the name Friends Across the Ages,
thanks to the vision of NHVA member
Ruth Hazen.

Still, this January, we are marking the 20th
anniversary of the beginning of the group
known as Friends Across the Ages. What a
milestone this is.   As we look back over the
years, what stands out is the people
(residents, volunteers and supporters) that
we have had the privilege of knowing. Please
see inside for pictures of just a few of our
favorite memories.  Throughout this coming
year, we’ll be continuing to look back and
share pictures and stories—and we hope you
will share some of yours. 
Thank you for helping us reach this
incredible milestone.  Here’s to 20 more
years, and beyond, of “bridging generations
with ageless friendship.”

Friends Across the Ages Turns 20!!!

The  Adventures of Eddie
In 2018 Friends Across the Ages purchased a Joy For
All cat for nursing home visits. This is not a child’s
toy; it is a high-tech robotic cat especially designed for
older adults and those with memory disorders.  To
date, “Eddie” has visited 3 nursing homes with our
volunteers. This is his story, in his own words
(transcribed by Kim Mitchell).

I began my life as all cat robots do: from factory to online
retail giant and finally to my new home. My new people
marveled at my perhaps excessive meowing, purring and
attempts to groom and roll over. Their real cats weren’t
impressed by my lifelike display. Frankly, I wasn’t impressed
with them, so the feeling was mutual. I was given the name
Eddie in honor of a fat black cat that I look nothing like.

My first nursing home outing was to Signature Healthcare.
I sat in bed with a woman named Marie. She enjoyed petting
my head with her good arm but was sure to let my people
know that she didn’t need a fake cat. Hmmph…. the nerve.

The next stop was Miss Shirley’s room. Now this is my
kind of lady! She admired my fine looks and feline attitude
and even showed me some dance moves. I would have stayed
with her forever, purring and mowing all day long, or at least
until my batteries ran out. Unfortunately, Miss Shirley can’t
remember things very well and sadly let my people know that
she just didn’t think she could care for a real cat. Fair enough
I suppose.

I met so many interesting people that first night, after which
I was unceremoniously dumped in the trunk (The TRUNK!
The indignity!) A week went by and I soon found myself at
the nursing home again. Marie stroked my fur lovingly as she
let my people know that she still wasn’t impressed. She’s a

tough one.  Miss Shirley was all dressed up for the evening but
seemed sad as she wandered around the halls. She was
pleased to see me again (who wouldn’t be?) but reiterated that
a real cat has no place in the nursing home. She simply cannot
care for me. That hurts.

The night was coming to a close and another week in the
trunk loomed largely in my future, when suddenly I was
rescued by none other than my robot-hating friend Marie! I
couldn’t believe my good luck.
Not only did she want me to sit
with her for the rest of our visit
that evening, but she insisted
that I stay with her the whole
week. A sleep-over! I was so
excited to be able to keep her
company and to watch Little
House on the Prairie non-stop,
day after day. That hard
exterior was nothing more
than a cover up for a robot-cat
loving  softie.

Yep, being the Friends Across
the Ages Robot-Cat sure 
has it’s puuuuurrrks.

By: Eddie
The Fr iends  Across  the  Ages Robot-Cat

NEXT TIME on The Adventures of Eddie:
* Eddie visits new nursing homes!
* Eddie gets a bath!
* Eddie has his name changed to Puuuuuurl!

Or was it Pearl?  (Either way, he’s not impressed)

Will Mitchell and Miss
Maggie enjoy some time
with Eddie the Robot Cat.



43 years:
Florence Van Arnam

12 years:
Donna, Kyle & Chase Moore

4 years:
John Hobbs
Paul Volpe

3 years:
Cassie Cooper

2 years: 
Stephanie Santos

1 year:
Kristina Askin
Jessica Schreier
Brooke Schwartz
Samantha Stilley

Clydina Harris.....................NFRSC
Kaylee Hoffman........Park Meadows
Novia Love............................Signature
Zuzana Majcikova.............Signature
Julie Nguyen ...............Park Meadows
Lily Silsby ....................Park Meadows
Marjorie Piani .................., Signature
Sharon Stebbins,................Signature
Janet Wise, ...........................Parklands

Welcome New Volunteers
Summer and Fall 2018Heather (Geidel) Benton was recently honored by the

Gainesville Sun with the “40 under 40” award, recognizing
young professionals under 40 years old in Gainesville for
their service to the community.  Heather began
volunteering with Friends Across the Ages as an
undergraduate at UF, about 11 years ago.  Since then, we
have been fortunate to have her involved in our
organization almost continuously in various capacities.
She is currently the secretary of our board of directors.  We
thought she should be recognized for her service, and also
her excellent work as an Occupational Therapist at one of
our local nursing homes. So, we nominated her for the
award, and she won! Look for her picture and bio
appearing in the newspaper soon. 

Congratulations, Heather!!

Volunteer Anniversaries
Summer and Fall 2018

Andrew Mitchell...........................President
John Hobbs ...............................Vice President
Heather Benton .............................Secretary
Steve Blay..........................................Treasurer
Allison Blay ...................Network Facilitator

Board of Directors 2018

Cassie Cooper
Robbie Curry
George Hamilton

Laura Londono
Kim Mitchell

This spring, we plan to release a special 20th anniversary T-shirt
for Friends Across the Ages. We are holding a contest now for the
design of this special shirt.  The winner will be honored at our
spring volunteer party, will receive a gift certificate, and, of
course, a free t-shirt.  The deadline for submissions is January 31,
2019.  For more information, contact info@acrosstheages.org.

Our brand new website is finally here!  Please visit
www.friendsacrosstheages.org and check it out.  It contains
resources for both local and non-local volunteers, as well as family
members of nursing home residents.  We will be continuing to
add new content.  Please let us know what you think, and if you
have any suggestions for resources or features that you would find
helpful.  (Note that the old website, at www.acrosstheages.org, is
still available temporarily as we make the transition.)  

Celebrating 20 Years!

T-Shirt Design Contest!

New Website is Launched!

Birthday
Celebration 

... 2002

Valentine Party
... 2005

Christmas ... 2004

Bus trip to Santa Fe Zoo ... 2001

Rhythm Circles ... 2007

"I Feel Pretty" Party ... 2012


